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Houston’s Political Culture
Most individuals understand political culture as a set of practices and manners that are held by people in a specific state to guide their political behavior. The practices include ideas, beliefs, political myths, and even moral judgments which shape the society accordingly hence I can categorize Huston political culture to fit Dr. Elazar’s categories of political culture. I tend to believe that Houston is more traditionalistic due to the below-outlined reasons. 
Houston City is the most ethnically and racially diverse city in the US since it consists of many immigrants making it sometimes being referred to as Immigrant magnet. For instance, in the 1880s, the Chinese-Texan Community came to Houston and established a settlement. Census number indicate that Latinos make the second largest group in Texas just after non-Hispanic Whites. The diversity makes Dr. Elazar describe the political culture of Texas as a combination of individualistic and traditionalistic elements (Garcia, 2016). 
Next, as at 2012, the registered voters in  Houston metropolitan area's citizen voting age was 69% which was just below the national voting average voting number which was 71%. Those who were eligible to vote and had not registered for voting were asked why they were not willing to register as voters. Most of the non-registered eligible voters in Houston quoted that they had no precise reason but just their disinterest in politics. The minimum number cited that they had not registered due to the confusion of where to register and how while others quoted that they never hit the 30-day registration deadline (Bejarano & Martinez-Ebers, 2018). Houston voter turnout rate does not match that of other states around the nation since it always has a statewide voter turnout levels. Most of the registered voters are still motivated to vote due to their strong political interests. In a midterm election, the voter turnout in Houston lowers to 40% while during presidential elections, the voter turnout increases to more than 50%. The percentage of registered voters who didn’t vote were asked why they never participated in the elections only to indicate that they had thought that their participation would not affect the election outcomes (Jillson, 2017). 
Also, have found that demographic factors impacted political participation in Houston in the city. Both national and in Houston, Age strongly collates with all types of electron participation. In Houston, the individuals aged 18- 24 years are less likely to participate in elections as compared to those aged 55 years and above. The aged citizens are categorized to generally be aware of the importance of participation in elections. Education is another demographic factor that has significant influence in political engagement. Individuals who have achieved higher levels of education are known to participate in elections in Houston mostly. In Houston, the citizens with only high school diplomas are less likely to engage in elections as compared to those holding bachelor's degree and other higher education qualification (Lappie & Marschall, 2018). This is because holders of bachelor's degree are known to have wide knowledge on the significance of participating in elections. Racial and ethnic differences also affect political participation in Houston. Also, the city is considered to have the fastest growing population in America the ethical differences between some of its ethnic groups such as Latinos and Hispanics lead to low voter turnout in the city. Voter turnout for Asian general election in the U.S has been low for the last ten years. Additionally, the period that comprises of the election of the first black President, Barack Obama (2002-2012) voter turnouts by the blacks increased as compared to whites' voter turnout (Bejarano & Martinez-Ebers, 2018).
The above three outlined aspects majorly have a significant impact on Houston's political culture. As outlined by Dr. Elazar traditionalistic cultures represented by Houston City in Texas, usually view political participation as a privilege that is precisely preserved for all those who are qualified to participate. Voter participation has generally flowered the traditionalistic culture, and there have been more barriers of participation that have been created. Elazar argument about party competition has been evidenced in Houston since party competition has been evidenced to occur between factions within the dominant party in the city (State Political Culture | American Government, n.d.). Hence with Texas State being a combination of individualistic and traditionalistic, Houston City can be preciously categorized as traditionalistic. 
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